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1. Introduction 


James Ralston Skinner (1830-1893), more often known as J. Ralston Skinner, was an attorney, 
freemason, and kabbalist from Cincinnati, Ohio. He has published a number of articles in The 
Masonic Review and other periodicals. Some of these articles have been reprinted and issued as 
small pamphlets. Besides, he has also published a few monographs. 


He is not widely known among Theosophists, but he deserves serious attention of students of 
the Ageless Wisdom. H.P. Blavatsky held him in high regard because, in her opinion, he was "a 
natural born genius" who has discovered one or even two of the keys to the Secret Doctrine. 
The way to find out what exactly those keys are is to engage in a deep study of Skinner's works. 
The purpose of this writeup is to provide reasonably complete input for those willing to do that. 
It strives to be practical and useful rather than scholarly. 


For basic information on Skinner, refer to the following sources: 


James Ralston Skinner. 
https://theosophy.wiki/en/James_ Ralston Skinner 


J.D. Buck. Modern world movements (1st edition, 1913). 
Refer to Appendix A that contains a few excerpts from Buck’s book relevant to Skinner. 


Definite Theosophical Publishing House publications of Blavatsky's collected writings and her 
The Secret Doctrine contain extremely useful notes. Refer to Appendix B for a collection of 
notes pertaining to Skinner. 


Jerry Hejka-Ekins. Introduction to the Blavatsky-Skinner Letter: J. Ralston Skinner (1830— 
1893). 
Theosophical History, Vol. XVIII, No. 1-2 (January—April 2016), p. 92-110. 


Issue link: https://theohistory.org/issue-archive/volume-xviii/. The issue is hidden behind the 
paywall. 


2. Union Bibliography 


Some Existing Bibliographies 


James Ralston Skinner. 
https://theosophy.wiki/en/James Ralston Skinner 


Bibliography of J. R. Skinner's Writings. 
Historic Magazine and Note and Queries, v.23:4 (April 1905), p. 110-112. 
Available online at https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=njp.32 101064475955 


Bibliography. 
In: J. Ralston Skinner. Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian mystery in the source of measures... 1982. 
Minneapolis: Wizards Bookshelf, p. 73-75. 


Refer to Appendix B for a collection of biobibliographic notes pertaining to Skinner. 


Books 


The only published book and major opus by Skinner is Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian Mystery in 
the Source of Measures (informally known as The Source of Measures) in three unnumbered 
parts. 


(1) Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian mystery in the source of measures originating the British inch 
and the ancient cubit, etc. 

1875. xvi, 324 p. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 

Available online at Internet Archive and HathiTrust. 


(2) Supplement to Source of Measures. [Sometimes identified as Part 2] 
1876. 63 p., [1] folded leaf of plates. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 


(3) Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian mystery in the source of measures originating the British inch 
and the ancient cubit, etc. 

Includes a 1876 Supplement of 63 pages that has a separate title page and separate pagination. 
1876. xvi, 324, 63 p., [1] folded leaf of plates. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 
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1894. 2nd ed. with supplement. xvi, 324, 63 p., [1] folded leaf of plates. Cincinnati: Robert 
Clarke & Co. 

1931. Reprinted by David McKay Co., Philadelphia. 

1972. Reprinted by Wizards Bookshelf, Minneapolis. Facsimile of the 1894 ed. 

1975. Reissued by Wizards Bookshelf with small index and bibliography. 

1982. xvi, 324, 63, [6], 75 p., 1 plan. Reissued by Wizards Bookshelf with an additional 75- 
page index of Hebrew terms and numerical occurrence, and with an outline of Skinner's works 
appended by John Drais. 


Wizard Bookshelf's 1982 edition of The Source of Measures is the best, but it is still protected 
by copyright and is not available online. 


Almost all electronic copies of the 2nd edition lack the foldout at the beginning of the 
Supplement. This is due to decision by Google and Internet Archive not to digitize foldouts and 
large-format illustrations. Here is a link for a Google scan of the 2nd edition (1894) to which 
the foldout has been added: https://archive.org/details/skinner-key1894a 


Kessinger published a series of short, but expensive extracts from The Source of Measures. 
Some of them are: 


The Word or Logos connected with John and with Jesus through the finish. 18 p. 
The Garden of Eden as an Adam. 22 p. 
The Flood and the Ark of Noah with Their Strange Kabbalistical Biblical Relations. 32 p. 


(4) Art Speech. 1884, 358 pages. A manuscript held in the archives of the Theosophical Society, 
Adyar. 

This is what Skinner considered as Part II] of The Source of Measures. 

Completed in 1884 and mailed to H.P. Blavatsky in 1887. 

The work is in two Sections. The first one, in 53 pages, is entitled "Introduction: Giving a Key 
of Formation of An Ancient Language." The second Section is made up of 18 smaller sections 
dealing with subjects rather closely similar to the text of The Source of Measures. In about 25 
places Blavatsky has made changes, corrections and insertions of words and sometimes of short 
sentences; and in several cases wrote brief remarks on blank pages facing the text. 


Blavatsky liberally quoted from all parts of The Source of Measures. Quotations from Art 
Speech, along with accompanying bibliographical notes, have been extracted from her writings 
and published electronically as The Source of Measures, Part III (fragments). This publication 
includes C. Jinarajadasa's article "A Unique Manuscript," 7he Theosophist, August 1923, p. 
564-568. Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-Part3 . 
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Pamphlets 


A criticism on the Legendre mode of the rectification of the curve of the circle. 
1881. 22 p. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 


Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-criticism 


A force as of magnetism: considered as in a measure controlling planetary motion, Earth 
structure, volcanic action, ocean currents, etc. 
1867. 34 p. Cincinnati. 


Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-magnetism 


A value of symbolism. 
The title is preceded by YeHt = WoR: in Hebrew. 
1872. 47 p. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 


Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-symbolism 


Actual measures of the Great Pyramid of Egypt, in terms of the British inch: disclosing, by its 
means, the architectural system employed in the construction, to accompany the sectional plan 
prepared by Mr. Charles Latimer. 

1881, 19 p. Cleveland, Ohio: International Inst. for Preserving Weights and Measures. Ohio 
Auxiliary Society. 

Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-measures 


An essay upon force in nature and its effects upon matter. 
1869. vi, 1 leaf, 85 p. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 


Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-force 


Some light upon the Egyptian method of chronology. 
[1876]. 11 p. 
Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-chronology 


The Ancient of Days: the measure of the Heavens and the Earth by means of the only unit of 
measure, the British inch. 
1873. 46 p. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 


Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-AncientOfDays 


The ancient use of the British measures, or the Parker modulus and the new era. 
In: Proceedings of the Ohio Auxiliary Society of the International Institute for Preserving 
Weights and Measures. Part 1: December 1879 to July 1880 (1880), p. 115-134. 


Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-OhioA uxiliary 
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Measures in British inches of the coffer in the King's chamber of the Egyptian pyramid of Jizeh. 
In: Proceedings of the Ohio Auxiliary Society of the International Institute for Preserving 
Weights and Measures. Part 1: December 1879 to July 1880 (1880), p. 139-140. 


Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-OhioAuxiliary 


The crown jewels of the nations are their measures. 
1877. 90 p. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 


Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-CrownJewels 


The Great pyramid of Jizeh, the plan and object of its construction. 
1871. 17 p., 1 leaf. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 
Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-GreatPyramid 


The Egyptian Cubit. 
J.R.S. January 12, 1872. (Cited in Historic Magazine.) 


Articles 


Collected articles. Part 1: Robert Clarke's collection 
Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-articles 1 


1. Bro. J. Ralston Skinner, and the Great Pyramid measures. 
From The Masonic Review for April 1986, 3 p. 


2. To obtain the length of the hypotenuse of a right-angle triangle, its sides being given, 
without extracting the square root. 
Written for The Masonic Review. 1886, 4 p. 


3. Hebrew metrology. 
From The Masonic Review for July 1885, 8 p. 


4. The Doric, Ionic and Corinthian columns in Grecian architecture. 
From The Masonic Review for October 1885, 6 p. 


5. The Cabbalah, parts 1-6. 

No. I. From The Masonic Review for October 1885, 4 p. 
No. II. From The Masonic Review for November 1885, 3 p. 
No. II. From The Masonic Review for December 1885, 8 p. 
No. IV. From The Masonic Review for January 1886, 11 p. 
No. V. Written for The Masonic Review, 18 p. 

No. VI. From The Masonic Review for June 1886, 19 p. 





6. The identification of the British inch as the unit of measure of the Mound Builders of 
the Ohio Valley. 

1886-1887, 3 parts in 1. 

[Part 1]. From The Masonic Review for September 1886, 13 p. Includes Groups I-III. 
[Part 2]. From The Masonic Review for November 1886, 21 p. Includes Groups IV-V, 
Appendix A "The history of the 'Gridley Measuring Stone,’ or the elliptical stone found in 
the fifth and Mound Street mound, in the City of Cincinnati," and untitled Appendix B. 
[Part 3]. From the Journal of The Cincinnati Society of Natural History, January 1887, p. 
231-243. Includes 

Appendix C "The 'Richardson Tablet,’ the "Gest Tablet,’ and the 'Clarke Tablet’ as related 


i" 


to and connected with the 'Gridley Measuring Stone’. 


Collected articles. Part 2: The Cabbalah, parts VII-XII. 
Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-articles2 


No. VII. The Masonic Review for March 887, p. 65-72 . 

No. VIII. The Masonic Review for April 1887, p. 129-140. 

No. [X. The Masonic Review for May-July 1887, pp. 193-207, 257-270, 321-329. 
No. X. The Masonic Review for September 1887, p. 65-81. 

No. XI. The Masonic Review for October-November 1887, p. 129-148, 193-206. 
No. XII. The Masonic Review for December 1887, p. 273-284. 





Collected articles. Part 3: Papers published in The International Standard. 
Source: http://iapsop.com/archive/materials/international_standard/ 


Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-articles3 


Suggestive Notes on Pyramid Measures of Mr. Petrie and others. 
— Vol. 2:3, p. 243-254. July 1884. 
The Measure and the Power. The Imperial British Inch. 
— Vol. 2:4, p. 357-360. July 1884. 
Flinders Petrie's Work at the Great Pyramid. — Vol. 2:4, p. 367-371. July 1884. 
Letter of J. R. Skinner to Charles Latimer. — Vol. 2:4, p. 422-423. September 1884. 
A Criticism on Mr. Petrie's Late Pyramid Measures. 
— Vol. 2:5, p. 516-535. November 1884. 
Hebrew Metrology. — Vol. 3:2, p. 122-129. May 1885. 
Letter of J. R. Skinner to Charles Latimer. — Vol. 3:2, p. 156. May 1885. 
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Collected articles. Part 4: Miscellaneous articles. 
Available online at https://archive.org/details/skinner-articles4 


Hebrew metrology. 
1887. 8 p. Cincinnati. From The Masonic Review, v. 63, July 1885, p. 323 ff. 


Freemasonry: Its object to preserve weights and measures founded upon the Parker 
modulus and the British inch; delivered as a lecture. 

1880. This lecture is a portion of undated "Modulus system of measures." 

Partly published as Part I by New Age Magazine, v.7:3 (September 1907), p. 255-260. 


No Error (a reply to Euphrates). 
Lucifer v.2:12 (August 1888), 492-495. 


Notes on the Cabbalah of the Old Testament: I-II. 
Path, v.1:4 (July 1886), 103-108; v.1:5 (August 1886), 134-139. 


The Doric, Ionic and Corinthian columns in Grecian architecture. 
1887, 6 p. Cincinnati. From The Masonic Review for October 1885. 


The identification of the British inch as the unit of measure of the Mound Builders of the 
Ohio Valley. 

Reprinted from The Masonic Review for September, November, 1886, and from the 
Journal of The Cincinnati Society of Natural History, July, October, 1886; January, 1887. 
1886-1887, 3 parts in 1. 


Unpublished works 


A modulus system of measures: founded on the British inch, applied in architecture to set forth 
the Zodiac, from whence the ancient science religion. 
1865-1890. 293 leaves. 


An inquiry into the principles of beauty in "Grecian Architecture by George, Earl of Aberdeen, 
Lon. 1867". 

A prefatory essay to an English translation from the Latin of Notes and Comments on the Ten 
Books of Marcus Vitruvius Pollio, translated from the Latin by Joseph Gwilt, Architect. 
Undated. 


Kabala, the Zodiac and the Great Pyramid of Gheza. 
Undated. 


Symbolic[al] translation of the Bible. 

Only three copies were printed, all remain undiscovered. One of them was in the hands of 
Skinner's longtime friend, J. D. Buck, a fellow Mason (See Blavatsky Collected Writings, Vol. 
IH, p. 498) and his literary legatee. 


Correspondence 


H.P. Blavatsky’s previously unpublished letters to J. Ralston Skinner: 


1. Letter of 17 February 1887. 
Theosophical History, Vol. XVIII, No. 1-2 (January—April 2016) 
Issue link: https://theohistory.org/issue-archive/volume-xviii/. The issue is hidden behind the 


paywall. 


Articles related to the letter: 
P. 1-5: Editor’s Comments: In This Issue. James Santucci. 
P. 24-85: From the Archives: Letter from H.P. Blavatsky to James Ralston Skinner: 
February 17, 1887. Transcribed by Jeffrey Lavoie. Edited, amended, and annotated 
by Jerry Hejka-Ekins and James A. Santucci. Bibliography by James A. Santucci. 
P. 86-91: Contextualizing the Blavatsky-Skinner Letter: 17 February 1887. By 
Jeffrey Lavoie. 

P. 92-110: Introduction to the Blavatsky-Skinner Letter: J. Ralston Skinner (1830-1893). 
By Jerry Hejka-Ekins. 

P. 111-135: Helena Petrovna Blavatsky: Activities from 1878 — 1887. James A. Santucci. 


Another transcript of the letter is freely available online here: 
https://en.teopedia.org/lib/Blavatsky_H.P. - Letter to Skinner, 1887.02.17 


2. The 1886 Christmas letter of 25 December 1886. To be published in Theosophical History. 
J. Santucci's talk on this letter: https:/(www.youtube.com/watch?v=RzCuhGrZzjU 


For more on the correspondence between Blavatsky and Skinnerr refer to: 


https://blavatskynews2.blogspot.com/2017/05/blavatsky-letter-to-j-ralston-skinner.html 

https://blavatskynews2.blogspot.com/2020/10/blavatsky-letter-to-j-ralston-skinner-2.html 
https://blavatskynews2.blogspot.com/2020/1 1/blavatsky-letter-to-j-ralston-skinner-3.html 
https://blavatskynews2.blogspot.com/2020/12/blavatsky-letter-to-j-ralston-skinner-4.html 
https://blavatskynews2.blogspot.com/2020/12/blavatsky-letter-to-j-ralston-skinner-5.html 


Appendix A 
Excerpts from J.D. Buck's Modern World Movements 
(1st edition, 1913) 


P. 39-41: 


When Dr. J.M. Crawford's rendition of the Kalevala was first issued I sent the two volumes to 
H. P. Blavatsky, then in London writing her "Secret Doctrine". Page 14 of Vol. II is devoted to 
a quotation from the Kalevala, relating to the "yugas", or "the age of Gold" and "the age of 
Tron". 


I also sent her a complete copy in Mss. of J. Ralston Skinner's work on Kabala, the Zodiac, and 
the Great Pyramid of Gheza; from which Mss. (still unpublished) she made copious quotations 
in four places in her Secret Doctrine. She wrote me that there are Seven Keys to Kabala, of 
which Mr. Skinner had discovered "two and a half". 


Another very interesting fact in this connection may here be cited: 


While in my office one day, Mr. Skinner made the declaration that Hebrew was the most 
ancient language known to man. I denied it emphatically, though admitting my entire ignorance 
of Philology, no less than of Hebrew and Geometry, which entered so largely into his work. The 
reason he gave for his conclusions, was the number-value fixed to each Hebrew letter. 


I replied - "I'll venture the Sanscrit had all this and forgot it before Hebrew was ever heard of". 
He replied - "I wish we knew". "Nothing easier than to find out," I replied. "How?" he inquired. 
"Write H. P. B.", I replied. "Do you think she knows, and will answer, if I write?" he asked. 
"Try her and see; she never yet scorned an earnest seeker for more light", I replied. 


The next day he returned with a very carefully written abstract of his work in fourteen pages of 
Mss. and, after reading, asked if I thought that would do. "Splendidly", I replied, "send it on." 


In about a month he rushed into my office one day, holding in his hand an open letter of forty 
pages, almost shouting - "I've got it, Doctor, I've got it!" "Got what? you crazy!" I replied. "Got 
a letter from the old Lady," he answered. "Well," I inquired, "does she know anything about 
your old Kabala?" "Does she?" he replied; "say, Doctor, she knows more Kabala than the man 
that made it." She gave him a diagram of a gable of an old temple in the mountains of India, so 
old that no one pretended to know when it was built, or by whom. In that diagram his "pi- 
value", which was the Key to all his Cabalistic and Pyramid work, was placed in symbols (lines, 
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squares, triangles, double and triple triangles) so as to read unmistakably "3.14159+". She gave 
him the numerical value of ancient Sanscrit letters, and answered all his questions, covering 40 


pages. 


He had, with every resource and facility, been working on these lines for a quarter of a century, 
and he "knew". From that day to the day of his death his admiration for, and confidence in, H. P. 
B. were little less than reverence. 


When later I suggested to H.P. B. that a little memento from her would be most highly prized, 
she sent him a ring, which he wore till the day of his death, as his most "precious Jewel". 


I was present when, as already recorded in "Life and Action", Mr. Skinner took his Third 
Degree in the Blue Lodge. After the close of the ceremony he was called on for a speech, and 
after "hedging" for two or three minutes, then, for an hour and a quarter, he read that 
Lodgeroom, altar, symbols and ceremonies, "right out of the air". 


This was more than a quarter of a century ago, and when at the close of the lodge, two or three 
33° Masons asked me - "Where in the world did he get it all?" - I replied, "While you and I and 
the rest of us have been fooling with the corpse, he has been studying the Living Soul of 
Masonry; and this Judgment has been confirmed every day since that time by my own studies. 


P. 96-97: 


A recent delver in the mysteries of the Caballah* [footnote: *Mr. J. Ralston Skinner.] has 
discovered hidden in the Hebrew text of the Bible, not only the modulus on which the Pyramids 
were constructed, but the very equation, to the last decimal place, by which we now calculate 
the distance of the sun; and though I might add hundreds of equally startling discoveries of 
ancient wisdom, there is nevertheless a discovery, or rather a revelation, beside which these 
empirical data sink into insignificance. It is this revelation, as the sequel will show, that gives a 
new impulse to the term "Theosophy." 


Appendix B 
Skinner Notes in TPH Publications of H.P. Blavatsky’ Works 


H.P. Blavatky's Collected Writings (BCW): 

Vol. 8: p. 219-220. 

Vol. 13: p. 402-405 

H.P. Blavatky's The Secret Doctrine (SD) published as an unnumbered 


part of BCW: 


SD Index volume: p. 445. 


H.P. Blavatky's Collected Writings (BCW) 


Vol. 8: p. 219-220 
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pp. 243-50), embodying an analysis of the “ Cry on the Cross’; her 
many passages on similar subjects throughout the volumes of The 
Secret Doctrine and Isis Unveiled; and the several Sections devoted 
almost exclusively to these themes in the volume entitled “‘ The Secret 
Doctrine, Vol. III,” which was published in 1897. 


5 This has reference to Gerald Massey’s very able letter (Lucifer, 
Vol. I, No. 2, October, 1887, pp. 135-138) in which he answers an 
objection from Dr. G. Wyld who is surprised to hear anyone say that 
the teachings ascribed to Jesus are contradictory. Mr. Massey 
points out a large number of direct and implied contradictions in 
the text of the accepted Gospels, such as John, x, 30 and John, xiv, 28 
(also Maitt., xxiv, 36); John, v, 22, 30 and John, viii, 15, as well as 
John, xii, 47; Fohn, viii, 14, 18 and John, v, 31; John, v, 33 and John, 
xv, 27; Matt., v, 16 and Matt., vi, 1; Matt., v, 39, as well as Matt., 
xxvi, 52, contradicted by Luke, xxii, 36 and Maitt., x, 34; Luke, xii, 
4 and John, vii, 1. 

Mr. Massey expresses his readiness “‘ to meet any competent and 
well-informed defender of the faith upon the platform or in the 
press.” He says: “‘ I should prefer it to be a bishop, who is also an 
Egyptologist. But beggars are not allowed to be choosers. I am 
prepared at any time to demonstrate the entirely mythical and 
mystical origin of the Christ, and the non-spiritual, non-historical 
beginnings of the vast complex called Christianity.” 

To this are appended two separate Editorial Notes, presumably 
by H. P. B. The first states: 

“ Any ‘ Bishop Egyptologist,’ or even Assyriologist, of whom we 
have heard there are not a few in England, is cordially invited to 
defend his position in the pages of Lucifer. The ‘Son of the 
Morning’ is the Light-Bearer, and welcomes light from every 
quarter of the globe.” 

The second Note states: 


“As Lucifer cannot concur in the exclusively exoteric view, taken 
by Mr. Massey, of this allegorical, though none the less philo- 
sophical, scripture, the next number will contain an article dealing 
with the esoteric meaning of the New Testament.” 

8 This Kabalistic MS, may be found in the Adyar Archives. It is 
apparently a continuation, namely Part III, of the work known as 
The Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian Mystery in the Source of Measures, by 
J. Ralston Skinner, which was originally published at Cincinnati in 
1875. In this MSS., after the heading: ‘‘ Section I—Introduction— 
Giving a Key of formation of an ancient language,” the opening 
sentence runs as follows: 

“After the accumulation of much material for the purpose, 
part of which composed the system of measures set forth in Parts 
I and II of this work, as to which this is Part III, the writer is 
quite certain that there was an ancient language which modernly 
and up to this time appears to have been lost. . .” 
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H. P. B., has quoted from this MSS. in The Secret Doctrine (Vol. I, 
pp. 308-09) and elsewhere, with considerable approbation. 


Towards the end of the MSS. the author has written: 


“I end this closing section of my work on Monday the 18th day 
of February 1884, in the retiring of the flood of waters of the Ohio 
at 12 M. 

“T, Ralston Skinner, Jany. 10, 1887, shall send this original 
MSS. to Madame Blavatsky Ostend.” 


As would appear from Dr. Jirah Dewey Buck’s little book entitled 
Modern World Movements (Indo-American Book Co., Chicago, 1913), 
pp. 39-41, Dr. Buck sent this MSS. to H. P. B. and she wrote him 
saying that there were Seven Keys to the Kabala, of which Skinner 
had discovered ‘‘ two and a half.” 


The MSS. is bound in heavy cloth, with tooled leather spine 
bearing no title or name of author. On the front cover, in gold 
letters, stands the name of H. P. Blavatsky, and beneath it the capital 
letters P. S., whose meaning is uncertain. Inside, on the fly-leaf, 
H. P. B., has written her name: “H. P. Blavatsky, Ostende, 
1887,” and on the same page is a rubber stamp: “H. P. B. 
17 Lansdowne Rd., London W.” 


The inside of the book consists of 358 pages, about 53x 94, written 
on one side only on faint ruled paper, about ten words to a line and 
some 23 or 24 lines to a page, but with numerous interspersions of 
number arrangements and number diagrams. 


There still remain in the book more than a dozen slips of paper, 
some of them torn scraps with H. P. B.’s handwriting on them, to 
mark certain pages. She has also written on some of the blank 
pages opposite the text, and occasionally has even corrected the text 
or inserted words, phrases or sentences between the lines. 


The book is in two Sections, the first one of 53 pages being an 
Introduction. The Second Section is made up of 18 smaller sections, 
starting with the number values of various Hebrew letters and relating 
them to the lunar year, man, Jehovah, etc., etc. Some of the head- 
ings are: “ How the woman was taken out of the man ’”’; “ The 
covenant of Jehovah”; ‘‘The Parker ratio and the British inch ”’; 
“The Garden of Eden”; ‘The Flood’; “The Measures of the 
Great Pyramid,” etc. 


Apart from a few brief passages used by H. P. B. in her writings, 
the text of this MSS. has never yet been published. 


Dr. Buck, in the work mentioned above, also speaks of a long 
letter of forty pages which H. P. B. wrote to Skinner in reply to his 
many questions concerning the Kabala and occult mathematics. It 
is not known what became of that letter, though it may still exist 
among the papers of Skinner if such have been preserved. He was 
connected with the McMillan Masonic Lodge, No. 141, in the U.S.A. 


H. P. BLAVATSKY 


COLLECTED WRITINGS 
1890-1891 





VOLUME XIII 


First EDITION 


THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Wueaton, Ixt., U.S.A. 
Manpras, INpIA Lonpon, ENGLAND 
1982 
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Leipzig, 1905. The Pistis Sophia translation is excellen 
ing the first 254 pages. 

—Irendus und seie Quelle in Adversus Haeresus 1.29, i ! 
tesia. Paul Kleinert zum LXX. Geburstag dargebracht on i? 
Harnack, (article in U.S.W.) pp. 317-336, 1907. In this stud 
Schmidt reviews the recently discovered Berlin Codex whieh 
treats of 2nd Century Gnosticism, plus the Apocryphon of John 
Schmidt’s many efforts are reviewed in the helpful annotated 
bibliography of G. R. S. Mead’s 1921 edition of his Pistis Sophia, 


ScHwartzeE, Moritz GotrHitr (1802-1848). Pistis Sophia 

ticum Valentino adjudicatum e Codice Manixcripis ero 
dinenst descriptum, Latine vertit M. C. Schwartze. edidit J. H. 
Petermann, Berlin, 1851. Schwartze made a copy of the fiat. 
script in London, but died before his translation was totally com- 
plete . . . a number of blanks needing to be filled in. Petermann’s 
notes are confined to grammar and syntax and possible variations 
in the translation selected, and his completion of the work was done 
with extreme difficulty. Schwartze felt that the treatise was originall 
from Valentinus; Petermann that it was an Ophite work. A eee 
of ey translation appeared in Journal des Savants, Paris 1852, 
p. 333. 


SkinnER, JaMEs Ratston. Born Lockport, N.Y. 1830. His formative 
years are yet untraced, but he was apparently precocious beyond 
his time, as his uncle, Salmon P. Chase invited him to Cincinnati 
where he later became a partner in his law firm. The Cincinnati City 
Directory lists him as an attorney at law in 1851-52. In that same 
year, the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery was founded. 
and Mr. Skinner was its first professor of pathology, then but 21 
years of age. He served in the Union Army during the Civil War, 
enlisting November 19, 1862, as major and judge advocate on Gen. 
eral Rosecrans’ staff, and resigned his commission on March 20, 
1865. It is said that he temporarily lost his reason when a fellow 
soldier was decapitated by a cannon hall. In 1870 he was a found- 
ing member and officer of the Cincinnati Society of Natural History, 
with which he was active throughout his life. About this time, he 
began to write for the Masonic Review on the subjects that oé- 
cupied the remainder of his years. The following is a list of printed 
works known at present. Most were published by Robert Clarke 
& Co., Cincinnati. 


—The Ancient of Days. The Measure of the Heavens and the Earth 


by means of the only unit of Measure, The British Inch. 1873. (46 . 


pages) 





t, Occupy: — 
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—A Value of Symbolism. 1872. (47 pages) Skinner’s name does not 
appear. 

—The Great Pyramid of Gizeh. The Plan and Object of its Con- 
struction. 1871. (17 pages) 

—The Key to the Hebrew Egyptian Mystery in the Source of Mea- 
sures, etc. 1875. 

—An Essay on Force in Nature and its effect upon Matter. 1869. 

—Supplement: to the Source of Measures, 1876. (63 pages) 

—The Crown Jewels of the Nations are their Measures. 1877. (90 
pages) 

—Some Light on the Egyptian Method of Chronology. (no date or 
author given, but an advertisement for the Source of Measures ap- 
pears on the back. 

International Inst. for preserving Weights and Measures: Ohio 
auxiliary society, Cleveland. . . . Actual measures of the Great 
Pyramid of Egypt, in terms of the British inch: disclosing, by its 
means, the architectural system employed in its construction. To 
accompany the sectional plan prepared by Mr. Charles Latimer. 
Toledo, Blode printing and paper company, 1880. 

—A Criticism of the Legendre Mode of Rectifications of the Curve 
of the Circle, 1881. (22 pages) 

—The Doric Ionian and Corinthian columns in Grecian Architec- 
ture. Cincinnati, 1885. 1 pam. (PMS) * 

—Hebrew Metrology. (Cinn.) (1885) 1 pam. (PMS) 

—Identification of the British inch as the unit of measure of the 
mound builders of the Ohio Valley: appendix C. The Richardson 
tablet, the Gest Tablet and the Clarke tablet as related to and 
connected with the Bridley measuring stone. 243 pp. (MLUP)+ 

—The identification of the British inch as the unit of measure of 
the mound builders of the Ohio Valley. (Cinn.) (1886-87) 3 nos. 
in 1. (PMS) 

—To obtain the length of the hypotenuse of a right-angle triangle, 
its sides being given without extracting the square root. (Cinn.) 

(1886) 1 pam. (PMS) 

—Source of Measures, with Supplement. 1894. 

This reprint of both portions of Mr. Skinner’s treatise is interest- 
ing. In 1908, an Indian student at Adyar wrote to the Robert 
Clarke Co. after a fruitless search for the book, and received the 


*PMS is: Peabody Museum of Salem, Phillip’s Library East India Marine Hall, 


161 Essex St., Salem, M. 
+MLUP is: University of Pennsylvania. 3420 Walnut St, Philadelphia, PA. 


Museum at 33rd and Spruce. 
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following reply from the publisher: “The entire edition of thig 
valuable work was destroyed in our disastrous fire some | 
years since and copies have become exceedingly scarce. Th 
has not been reprinted and is not likely to be. We already have 
a number of requests on file and have added your name to the 
list and should a copy come into our hands will advise you, 
work was originally published at $5.00.” No copy was aya 
until May, 1923, when one copy was procured at New Y. 
$70. 

—Same, reprinted at Philadelphia, David McKay Co., 
500 copies. 1931. 


~-Same, reprinted by Wizards Bookshelf, Minneapolis, 1972. (885 
copies. ) 


—Same, reprinted by Wizards Bookshelf, Minneapolis, 1975. 1000 
copies, with small index, and bibliography. . 
-—Same, reprinted with an additional 75 page index of Hebrew 
terms and numerical occurrence, and with an outline of Skinners 

works appended by John Drais, San Diego, 1982. 

There are three known unpublished manuscripts by Mr. Skinner, 

The first is titled “Notes and Comments on the ten hooks of 
Marcus Vitruvius Pollio, translated from the Latin by Joseph. Gwilt, 
Architect; with a prefatory essay entitled, An Inquiry into the Prin- 
ciples of Beauty in Grecian Architecture by George, Earl of Aber= 
deen, London, 1867; by J. Ralston Skinner.” The above is bound, 
is in Skinner’s hand, and has 194 pages. Three letters to Mary 
Fletcher Huntington are included, dated 1884 and 1885, 

The second is 298 leaves of typescript, both original and carbon, 
in a fine binding at the Cincinnati Public Library, entitled, A 
Modulous System of measures founded on the British Inch, ete,, ete,” 

The third is at the archives of the Theosophical Society, Adyar. I : 
was discovered at Varanasi with other manuscripts of H.P,B,’s, It 
is a manuscript of 358 pages written on one side only, inters 
with number arrangements and number diagrams. This is 
Skinner considered as “Volume III” of the Source of Measur 
about 25 places H.P.B. has made changes, corrections and in: 
and in several cases wrote brief remarks on blank pages facing 
text. Skinner called this treatise “Art Speech”. See: Secret D 
Index Volume, T.P.H. Adyar, 1979, p. 445. Also: The Thee 
August, 1923, p. 564, “A Unique Manuscript”, by C. Jinaraj 

Mr. Skinner also wrote over a period of 23 years, a “S 
Translation of the Bible’. Only three copies were printed, 
which was in the hands of his longtime friend, J. D. Buck; a fellow 


limited to 
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Mason (See, BCW Vol. III, p. 498) and his literary legatee. It 
is not known if this is the “Masonic Bible” used by several U.S. 
Presidents when sworn into office. 

Mr. Skinner was initiated into McMillan Lodge No. 141 at Cin- 
cinnati, of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Ohio, 
May 6, 1885, His passing occurred on September 2, 1893. 


Smitu, Grorce (1840-1876). *Ancient History from the Monuments, 
The History of Babylonia. Edited by Rev. A. H. Sayce. London: 
Society for promoting Christian knowledge, etc., 1877; also 1884, 
1888, 1895. 


THIRLWALL, Connop. English bishop and historian, born at Stepney, 
London, January 11, 1797; died at Bath, July 27, 1875. Educated at 
Charterhouse and at Trinity college, Cambridge. Ordained deacon, 
1827. Was for a while assistant college tutor at Cambridge, but 
resigned, 1834, as a result of controversy about the admission of 
Dissenters. In 1840, he was raised by Lord Melbourne to the see of 
St. David’s, and proved himself a very liberal and wise administrator, 
espousing various broadminded causes connected with the Church, 
and taking great interest in the Revision of the Authorized Version 
of the Bible. He resigned his see in 1874. His History of Greece 
(1835-44; new ed., 1845-52) has remained a standard work. 


Timaeus oF Locrt. Pythagorean philosopher, a native of Italy and said 
to have been a teacher of Plato. There is an extant work bearing 
his name, written in the Doric dialect, and entitled Peri psychas 
(On the Soul) which is mainly an abridgment of Plato’s dialogue 
of Timaeus. The best ed. of it is that of J. J. de Gelder, Leyden, 
1836. It has also been published by C. F. Herman (together with 
Plato’s Timaeus), Leipzig, 1852. 


ViIvIEN DE SatnT Martin, Louis (1802-1887). Historie de la Geo- 
graphie et des découvertes géographiques depuis les temps les plus 
reculés jusqu’d nos jours. Paris, 1873, There are also 14 other titles 
by this author. 


VuLpian, EpME-FELIX-ALFRED (1826-1887). French pathologist. Vide, 
BCW Vol. Il, p. 548 for biographical information. 


Winper, Dr. ALEXANDER (1823-1908). Black Nations of Europe. Un- 
traced to date, For biographical sketch, see BCW Vol. I. p. 531. 
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the Trikaya and the Alaya Vijfiina doctrines. The second part of the Tibetan Canon is 
the Tanjur (Tib. sp. Stan-hgyur) or “Translation of Treatises.” This collection con- 
tains 225 volumes of works by Indian masters, being partly commentaries on the Siitras 
and partly on the Tantras. The Tibetan Canon consists mainly of translations from the 
Sanskrit and the Chinese collected and arranged into the above two groups by Bu-ston, 
a Tibetan scholar (1290-1364). Only partial transl. into English are available such as 
the Analysis of the Dulva by Alex. Csoma de Kérés, 1836, 1839. 


Kathakopanishad. See Upanishads. 


“Keely Secrets” (Mrs. Clara Jessup Bloomfield-Moore), Theosophical Siftings, London, 
Theosophical Publishing Society, Vol. I, July, 1888, 36 pp. Part I: Etheric Force 
identified as Dynaspheric Force. Part II: One Phase of Keely’s Discovery in its Rela- 
tion to the Cure of Disease. Introduction by R. Harte, Sec’y T.P.S. 


Kether Malkbuth, “Crown of the Kingdom” (R. Solomon ibn Gebirol, known also as 
Avicebron). Hymn preserved in the Synagogue liturgy as prayer of the Kippir festi- 
val, Engl. prose transl. in the Prayer-Book of the Spanish and Portuguese Jews (ed. 
M. Gaster, Day of Atonement, Oxford, 1904), and partly in Engl. verse in ‘Alice 
Lucas’ Jewish Year (London, 1898). 


Key to the Hebrew--Egyptian Mystery in the Source of Measures originating the British 
Inch and the ancient Cubit, etc. (J. Ralston Skinner), Cincinnati: Robert Clarke &-Co., 
1875, xvi, 324 pp.; 2nd ed., same publisher, 1894; includes a Supplement of 63 pages, 
originally publ. in 1876, This ed. was accidentally destroyed by fire—Reprinted by 
Wizards Bookshelf, Minneapolis, 1972 (Secret Doctrine Reference Series) — 

Part III of this work, definitely stated by the author himself to be such, exists in 
the Archives of The Theosophical Society at Adyar, as a MS. of 358 pages written on 
one side only, interspersed with number arrangements and number diagrams. The MS. 
is bound in heavy cloth, with tooled leather spine; no name of author is on the spine, 
but on the front cover the name of H. P. Blavatsky appears in gold letters. Inside, on 
the fly-leaf, H.P.B. has written her name: H. P. Blavatsky, Ostende, 1887. This ac- 
cords with the words at the end of the MS.: “I, Ralston Skinner, Jan. 10, 1887, shall 
send this original MSS. to Madame Blavatsky Ostend.” The author also states that he 
completed this closing section of his work “on Monday the 18th day of February 1884, 
in the retiring of the flood of waters of the Ohio at 12 M.” 

The work is in two Sections, the first one, in 53 pages, being an Introduction. The 
second Section is made up of 18 smaller sections dealing with subjects rather closely 
similar to the text of The Source of Measures. Throughout the MS. there are about 
25 cases where H.P.B. made changes in the text, corrections, insertions of words and 
sometimes of short sentences; in seven cases, she wrote brief remarks on blank pages 
facing text: 

According to C. Jinarajadasa, this MS. was discovered by him among material found 
together with the First Draft of the SD at Benares in 1921. It has never been explained 
why both of these MSS. were deposited at Benares. 


Kieou-tche. No information available. 
King Henry IV (Wm. Shakespeare), ca. 1597-98. 


King Henry V (Wm. Shakespeare), ca. 1598-99. 


Kiu-ti (or Khiu-ti). Generic title of a Tibetan series of occult works, well known even 
exoterically and containing profound esoteric teachings under the form of allegory and 


